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St.Mary’sCo-EdSchool,Harda(M.P.)

Subject-SocialScience ClassVIII

History-Lesson-7

A.Multiplechoicequestions.

Answers:

1.bKaminiRay

2.a.MahatmaGandhi

3.d.1829

4.c.Dr.BRAmbedkar

5.c.1889

6.a.Jotibaphule

7.b.LordBentinck

B.Matchthefollowing:

1.d.Gandhiji

2.a.JotibaPhule

3.b.KVeerasalingam

4.e.Dr.BRAmbedkar

5.c.PeriyarRamaswami

C.Answerthesequestionsinabout50-70words.

1.FemaleinfanticidewasprevalentinIndiasocietyinthiscentury.Polygamywascommon,aswerechild

marriageresultinginyounggirlsbecomingwindows.Windowswereostraciedandsatiwaspractised.The

dowrysystem wasprevalentsogirlsfrom poorfamiliesremaindunmarriedorcommittedsuicide.Womendid

nothaveaccesstoeducationandwereunaware oftheirrights.Theydidnothavetherighttoinheritproperty.

2.NotableliteraryfigureswereToruDittos,SwarnakumariDevi,KaminiRay,PanditaRamabai,SavitriPhule

andBegum RokeyaSakhawat.

3.Somemeasureslegalmeasurestakentoemancipatewomenwereasfollows:

.Satiwasbannedin1829.

.Slaverywasdeclaredillegalin1843.

.Windowremarriagewaslegalisedin1856.

.Intercastmarriageswerelegalisedin1872.

.TheShardaAct(ortheChildmarriageRestraintAct)of1929themarriageableageofgirlstoboysto18.

Womenwereencouragedtobeeducatedandweregiventherighttoinheritproperty.

4.MahatmaGandhifoundedtheHarijanSevakSangh,whichwasinitiallyknownasthenationalinanti-

untouchabillityLeague.Accordingtogandhi,theinhumaninstitutionofuntoucabilityhadnosanctioninthe
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hinduscriptures.ItwasGandhijiwhocoinedtheterm HarijanandstartedamagazinecalledHarijanin

1933.HeassignedutmostimportanttotheremovalofUntouchability,declaringthatthiswasnoless

importantthanthepoliticalstruggleforfreedom.

5.Dr.B.R.Ambedkarinsistedonthenecessityofseparateelectoratesfortheoppresedclasses,which

MahatmaGandhiandtheCongresswereagainst.Thiswasthecauseofdissentbetweenthetwo,although

bothwerevehementlyagainstthepracticeofUntouchability.ThisdissentwasresolvedthroughthePoona

Pactwhichabandonedtheideaofseparateelectoratesfortheoppressedclasses,butincreasedtheseats

reservedforthem inthelegislatures.

D.Longanswers:

1.ReformerslikeRajaRam MohanRoyandIshwarChandraVidhyasagarweregreatadvocatesofmodern

educationandemancipationofwomentoachievesocialtransformationandequality.Theirdedicatedefforts

resultedintheeradicationofvarietysocialevislikeSati,childmarriageandfemaleinfanticide.Toraisethe

statusofwomen,theypreachedinfavourofwidowremarriage.Theyweredeeplyinterestedinmakingmodern

educationavailabletowomenandtheyalsoadvocatedanequalshareforwomenininheritanceofproperty.

2.Satianduntouchabilityweretwomajorsocialevils.Awidowwhoburntherselfonherhusband'sfuneral

pyrewasreveredasaSati.RajaRam MohanRoyprovedthroughvariousancientreligioustextthatnowhere

wassuchapracticerecommendedandin1829,theGovernorGeneralofIndia,LordBentinck,declaredthe

practiceofSatiwasillegal.

Untouchabilitywasanothersocialevil.Accordingtothecastesystem Shudraswereregardedas

untouchables.TheIndianConstitutionof1950abolisheduntouchabilityandforbaderestrictionsontheuseof

Wells,tanks,bathingGhatsorontheaccessofshops,restaurants,hotelsandCinemas.

3.Dr.AmbedkarorganisedtheallIndiascheduledcastesFederationtofightcastoppression.Onreturning

from LondonSchoolofEconomics,hestartedaweeklycalledMooknayaktocriticiseorthodoxbeliefs.Healso

foundedthetheBahishkritHiakarniSabhatopromoteeducationfortheoppressed.Between1926and

1935,helednonviolentprotesttoarresttherightofuntouchablestoentertemplesandtodrawwaterfrom

publicWellsandtanks.AmbedkarWantedseparateelectoratesfortheoppressedclasses,buthadtosettle

foranincreaseinthetheseatsreservedforthem intheLegislatures.

4.Manysocialreformersfoughttogiveeveryoneequalrightsinsociety.JyotibaPhulefoundedsatyashodhak

Samaj.HiswifeSavitribaiPhuleOpenedaSchoolforuntouchableGirls.GopalHariDeshmukhattackedthe

priestlyclassandthecastesystem.Ram BalkrishnaJaikarandRanadeformedPrarthanaSamaj.Kandukuri

Veeresalingam encouragedinter-castemarriages.PeriyarRamaswamifoundedDravidKazhgam whichfought

forthereservationofgovernmentjobsfortheDalitsresultinginthefirstamendmentintheIndianConstitution

tosafeguardtherightsofdiscriminatedIndians.SreeNarayanaGurufoundedtheShriNarayanDharma

paripalanaYogam andlaidthefoundationofmanytempleswithouttheimageofGodsandgoddesses.Swami

VivekanandafoundedtheRamakrishnaMissiontopropagatetheteachingsthatnoreligionadvocates

suppressionofpeople.MahatmaGandhistartedamagazinecalledHarijanaswellastheHarijanSevakSangh.

DrBhimraoAmbedkarorganisedtheallIndiascheduledcastefederationandstartedaweeklycalled

mooknayakaswellasbahishkrithitkariniSabha.Helednon-violentproteststoarresttherightofthe

untouchables.DrAmbedkarinsteadonthenecessityofseparateelectoratesbutthiswasopposedbythe

Congressandonlythereservedseatsinthelegislatureswereincreasedasaresultofalltheseeffortsthe

IndianConstitutionof1950abolisheduntouchabilityandforbadeandanyrestrictionsontheuseofWells,

thanks,bathingGhatsorontheaccesstoshops,restaurants,hotelsandCinemas.

5.Thisshouldbeasubjectiveanswer.



NEARRAILWAYSTATION,HARDA-461331(MP)INDIA Page|3

PH.07577-222731,222167Website-www.stmarysharda.com


